An English Prayer Book

BURIAL

Buria l (or Cremation)
of the Dead

1

The minister says these SCRIPTURE VERSES:

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord. He who believes in
me, though he dies, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in
me will never die. John 11: 25-26 (RSV)
I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon
the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed in my flesh I will see
God; I myself will see him with my own eyes. Job 19: 25-27
We brought nothing into the world, and we take nothing out of it.
1 Timothy 6: 7

The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord
be praised. Job 1: 21
The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting
arms. Deuteronomy 33: 27

2
either

A HYMN or A PSALM may be said or sung by all:

PSALM 23
The Lord is my shepherd,
I shall not be in want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
he restores my soul.
He guides me in paths of righteousness
for his name's sake.
Even though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil,
for you are with me,
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your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
You prepa re a table before me
in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup ove rflows.
Surely goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for eve r.
or

PSALM 90 (verses 1-6 and 11-12)
Lord, you have been our dwelling-pl ace
throughout all generations.
Before the mountains were born
or you brought forth the earth and the world
from everlasting to e verlasting you are God.
You turn men back to dust, saying,
‘Return to dust, O sons of men.’
For a thousand years in your sight
are like a day that has just gone by,
or like a watch in the night.
You sweep men away in the sleep of death;
they are like the new grass of the morning—
thoug h in the morning it spri ngs up new,
by evening it is dry and withered.
Who knows the powe r of your ange r?
For your wrath is as great
as the fear that is due to you.
Teach us to number our days aright,
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

3

THE BIBLE READING follows. One of the following passages may be read:

John 14: 1-6
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Jesus said: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also
in me. In my Father's house there are many places of rest; if it were
not so I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take
you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the
way to the place where I am going.’
Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how
can we know the way?’
Jesus answered, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me.’

1 Corinthians 15: 20-26, 35-38, 42-44, 50-58
Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have
fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of
the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in
Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the
firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. Then the
end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father
after he has destroyed all dominion, authority, and power. For he must
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to
be destroyed is death.
But someone may ask, ‘How are the dead raised? With what kind of
body will they come?’ How foolish! What you sow does not come to
life unless it dies. When you sow, you do not plant the body that will
be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or something else. But God
gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he
gives its own body.
So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown
is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonour, it is
raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a
natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.
I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.
Listen, I tell you a mystery: we will not all sleep, but we will all be
changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For
the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will

©Church Society 1994

Page 3 of 7

An English Prayer Book

BURIAL

be changed.
For the perishable must clothe itself with the
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable
has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with
immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 'Death has
been swallowed up in victory.'
‘Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?’
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks
be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you.
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you
know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.

1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18
Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall
asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. We
believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will
bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the
Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till
the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have
fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a
loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet
call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are
still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with he Lord for
ever. Therefore encourage each other with these words.

4

THE SERMON is preached.

5

THE LORD'S PRAYER All pray:

All

either

or

Ou r Fat he r w ho art in he av en ,
hallowe d be t h y n am e,
th y k in g do m com e,
th y w ill be do ne ,
on e art h as it is in hea ve n .

Ou r Fat he r in h ea ven ,
hallowe d be you r na me ,
you r k in g do m com e,
you r w ill be do ne ,
on e art h as it is in hea ve n .
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Give us t his da y
ou r da ily b rea d .
And for give us ou r t res passes
as we for g ive th ose
wh o t respa ss a ga ins t us .
And lea d us n ot int o te m ptat io n
but de live r u s fr om ev il.
For th ine is the k in gd o m,
the p o wer , a nd the g lo r y,
fo r e ve r an d e ve r. Am en .

6
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Give us t oda y
ou r da ily b rea d .
For g iv e us o ur s ins
as we for g ive th ose
wh o s in a ga inst us.
Lead us no t int o te mpt atio n
but de live r u s fr om ev il.
For yo urs is t he kin gd o m,
the p o wer an d th e glor y,
no w a nd fo r e ve r. Amen .

The minister leads the people in PRAYER using one or more of these, or other,
prayers:

Almighty God, we rejoice that the souls of those who have died
trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ live with you in everlasting joy and
happiness. We thank you for the life of N and for all that you have
given us through him. And we thank you that in mercy you have
delivered him from the miseries of this sinful life. In your great
goodness, Lord, complete soon the number of your chosen children
and hasten the coming of your kingdom so that, along with all who
have departed trusting in Christ, we may be made perfect in body and
soul in your eternal glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Heavenly Father, who gave your Son Jesus Christ to suffering and
death on the cross, and raised him to life in glory, grant to us and all
who mourn a patient faith in time of darkness, and strengthen our
hearts with the knowledge of your love, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Merciful God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life:
raise us from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, so that
when we depart this life we may be found trusting in Christ and thus
receive your eternal blessing, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

7

A HYMN may be sung.
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If the Committal is to take place at a different time the minister may conclude the
funeral in church with these BIBLE VERSES (Jude 24 f):

To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before
his glorious presence without fault and with great joy—to the only God
our Saviour be glory, majesty, power, and authority, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and for evermore. Amen.

9

THE COMMITTAL
The minister reads these verses from PSALM 103 (verses 8, 10, 13-18)

The Lord is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
He does not treat us as our sins deserve
or repay us according to our iniquities.
As a father has compassion on his children,
so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him;
for he knows how we are formed,
he remembers that we are dust.
As for man, his days are like grass,
he flourishes like a flower of the field;
the wind blows over it and it is gone,
and its place remembers it no more.
But from everlasting to everlasting
the Lord's love is with those who fear him,
and his righteousness with their children's children
—with those who keep his covenant
and remember to obey his commands.

10

The minister says these words. Some, or all, of the words in brackets may be
omitted:

It has pleased Almighty God to take from this world the soul of N here
departed. We now commit his body (to the grave; earth to earth,
ashes to ashes, dust to dust) in the sure and certain hope of the
resurrection to eternal life for all who trust in Christ, who will change
our frail and mortal bodies to be like his glorious resurrection body,
according to his mighty power by which he is able to transform all
things.
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The minister reads a BIBLE VERSE:

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.
Yes, says the Spirit, they will rest from their labour.
Revelation 14: 13

Cast all your anxiety on God because he cares for you. 1 Peter 5: 7
12

The minister concludes with the GRACE:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore. Amen.
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